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the country, if possible. At length a company of riflemen was
raised at Galena, upon the requisition of Gov. Cass of Michigan,
who arrived there on the second day after the alarm. This com-
pany was commanded by Abner Fields, of Vandalia, Illinois, as
Captain, and one Smith and Wm. S. Hamilton as Lieutenants;
and was immediately put in motion for Prairie du Chien, by em-
barking on board the keel-boat Maid of Fever River. Onm our
way up the river, I acted as Sergeant of the company, and we made
several reconnoitering expeditions into the woods near the river,
where Indian encampments were indicated by the rising of smoke.
In these reconnoissances we run the hazard of some danger, but
fortunately all the Indians that we met were friendly disposed,
and did not in the least sympathize with those who had made hos-
tile demonstrations.

When we arrived at Prairie du Chien we took possession of the
barracks, under the prior orders of Gov. Cass, and remained
there for several days until we gave way to Col, Snelling’s troops
who arrived from Fort Snelling. While we remained there, a
most serious diffienlty oceurred between Col. Snelling, of the reg-
ular army, and Capt. Fields and Lieut. Smith of our volunteers,
which eventuated in Lieut. Smith sending Col. Snelling a chal-
lenge, and Capt. Fields insisted upon doing so likewise, but Col.
Hamilton and T at length dissuaded him from it. Col. Snelling
declined accepting Lieut. Smith’s challenge, and immediately sent
a corporal with a file of men, to arrest Mr. Scott, the bearer of
Smith’s communication. The volunteers refused to surrender
Scott into the hands of the guard; but Col. Hamilton wrote a
note to Col. Snelling, stating, in effect, that Scott should imme-
diately appear before him. Accordingly Col. Hamilton and I
conducted Mr. Scott into the presence of Col. Snelling, who in-
terrogated him as to his knowledge of the contents of Lieut.
Smith’s communication; and upon Mr. Scott’s assuring the Colo-
nel that he was entirely ignorant of the subject-matter, he was
dismissed.

Col. Snelling then addressed the volunteers in a pacific and



